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Dear Sir: 



This is a petition to withdraw the above-identified patent application from issue. 



This action is necessary in order for the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office to consider a 
Request For Continued Examination, pursuant to 37 .C.F.R §1.114, which is filed concurrently 
herewith. A copy of the Request For Continued Examination (RCE) is attached as Exhibit A. 



Summarizing the situation, a European Search Report was issued in the European 



counterpart of the present patent application on October 15, 2004. This search report cited nine 
references of which six are not of record in the present patent application. The RCE has been filed 
in order to have these new references considered by the examiner of the present patent application. 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.1 14 (a)(1), the RCE will be considered only if the present 
petition is granted. 

Moreover, this is an urgent situation because the issue fee was paid for this application 
on September 1, 2004. This petition has therefore been submitted in person to the Office of 
Petitions. 



No. 04-0100. 

It is respectfully requested that this petition be considered and granted on an urgent 

basis. 



The Commissioner is authorized to charge the fee for this petition to Deposit Account 



Dated: 




Respectfully submitted, 



Registration No.: 26,936 
DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
P.O. Box 5257 

New York, New York 10150-5257 
(212) 527-7700 
(212) 753-6237 (Fax) 
Attorneys/Agents For Applicant 
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